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PRINCIPAL’S
Staffing
This time of year is always one when we are
securing staffing for the following year. This year is
no different.

REPORT

Speaking of next year, we are well into our planning
for classes for 2023. We will be continuing with 11
classes across the school, with 2 in the Yellow Unit, 3 in
the Green, 3 in the Red, and 3 in the Blue. As always,
we consider the best space for your child’s learning,
friendships, the workload of teachers, and the
general makeup of personalities in each class. Class
placement will culminate in our Move Up Morning on
Thursday 8th December, when all students will move
to their 2023 classrooms while most of our year 6s visit
their chosen high schools. Specialist subjects are
currently being finalised, but PE and Science will
continue, as will the support for our students with
learning difficulties, English as a second language, our
Aboriginal
students, and a new specialist role
supporting students on the Autism Spectrum. If your
child will not be attending Salisbury Downs Primary
School in 2023, please advise your child’s teacher or
the front office ASAP. Alternatively, if you know of any
families who intend to enrol at the school in 2023
please encourage them to contact us as soon as
possible.

Over the last term, we were busy advertising and
running panels for the leadership positions for our
school. I am pleased to announce that both Fiona
Reiman and Travis Renshaw have won positions
for 2023. Fiona will continue as Curriculum Leader
R – 6, however, this will be a full-time position for
the next 3 years. Travis will be taking on the role of
Wellbeing Leader replacing Cheryl Taylor, who has
won a new position at Elizabeth East Primary
School. We welcome a new Deputy Principal, Kelly
Blandford, who is currently an Assistant Principal at
Burton Primary School. Fiona and Kelly will have a
strong focus on curriculum, particularly English, and
Travis will be focussing on behaviours and habits
that help our students to engage in the learning
process as well as support their wellbeing. This is a
strong leadership team that along with myself, will
Don’t forget the upcoming End of Year Concert on
bring some new directions and stability in 2023.
Thursday 1st December
where we will draw the
I am also pleased to say that Kayla Aldcroft, Laura
Timpano, and Kieran Eldridge will be returning to Governing Council Christmas
SDPS in the same roles as this year. We will also see Raffle. Tickets will be out soon
the return of Teresa Wilkey and Karina Robinson with some wonderful prizes on
(in term 2) after parenting leave, sharing a junior offer. The day after the
primary classroom, and also Steve Manhire in the concert, Friday 2nd of
December will be a school
science role.
closure.
There are a few people we will be farewelling, but
we will do this at the End of Year Concert and in I hope that everyone has a
wonderful last term and is
the final newsletter later this term.
preparing themselves for a
wonderful time with their
family over the upcoming
break.
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Community Chat
How play helps children's development
In an ever changing world, where technology and mobile devices are becoming an unavoidable
part of our children’s world, it is important to provide opportunities and encourage ‘Play’ because
playing is a natural and enjoyable way for children to keep active, stay well and be happy. Freely
chosen play helps children and young people’s healthy development. To have good physical and
mental health and to learn life skills, they need various unstructured play opportunities from birth until
they’re teenagers.
I have found an article to help us understand the importance of play for our children.
WHY PLAY IS IMPORTANT
Play improves the cognitive, physical, social, and emotional well-being of children and young
people.
Through play, children learn about themselves.
They also learn skills they need for work, study and relationships such as:

Confidence

Self-esteem

Resilience

Interaction

Social skills

Independence

Curiosity

Coping with challenging situations
DEVELOPING PHYSICAL HEALTH THROUGH PLAY
Physical play such as running, skipping and riding a bike helps children develop:

Good physical fitness

Agility

Stamina

Co-ordination

Balance
DEVELOPING SOCIAL SKILLS TROUGH PLAY
Playing can help children develop their social skills with others. By listening, paying attention and
sharing play experiences, this helps a child:

Explore their feelings

Develop self-discipline

Learn how to express themselves

Work out emotional aspects of life
PLAY AND DIGITAL TECHNOLOGY
To make sure children have time for unstructured , freely chosen play every day, parents should limit
screen time. The younger the child, the less time they should be using digital devices.
Keep certain times in and areas in the home technology-free zones such as:

Meals

When outdoors

Before bed

Bedrooms
I will leave you with a quote from our Play is the Way director
Play is a pathway towards personal growth.
As true for adults, as it is for children.
Wilson McCaskill “By Wisdom not by Force”
Cheryl Taylor
Wellbeing Co-ordinator

Community News
Christmas Concert

A Night at the Flicks
Our End of Year Concert is open to parents again in 2022
and will be held on the 1st of December from 6:30pm in
the hall. A fantastic evening of acts from each of the
classes and a special opportunity to engage with the
community in the Market Stalls that open at 5:00pm.
There will be a sausage sizzle, food stalls, games and
more. Make sure you bring cash and some small change.
The schools Christmas Raffle will be drawn during the
concert.
Graduation
Year 6 students will graduate on Tuesday the 13 th of December. The ceremony will take place in the gym and
will begin at 6:00pm. Formalities will conclude at 7:00pm with a photo opportunity before parents leave. The
student dinner will be served at 7:30pm, followed by students and staff celebrations. The evening will conclude
at 8.30pm. We look forward to celebrating our graduating students of 2022.
Class Parties
Class parties will happen on Wednesday the 14th December. Each class arranges their own celebrations and
there will be different formats and requirements for each. Please stay tuned in to notices coming from your
student’s class teacher in relation to food arrangements/requests.
End of Year Picnic
Unfortunately Salisbury Swimming Centre will be closed again this year due to their redevelopment and we are
not able to engage in our traditional end of year celebration.
With all of the positive feedback from last year we will celebrate with an End of Year celebration at school.
From 9:00am on Friday the 16th December students and their families can engage in a fete type atmosphere,
with food stalls, activities and fun options for students.
While activities will be free to students, they will need to pay for the food they can choose to purchase.
Students can bring their own food on the day as per a normal school day. The
canteen will not be doing lunch orders. As usual the school will be offering a
free sausage sizzle to our students. More information about this event will be sent
home prior to the day.
We look forward to receiving our families on the day for this outdoor event.

Travis Renshaw
Deputy Principal

Kids On Country
Last Wednesday our primary Aboriginal students and our student Executive group attended the Kids
On Country excursion in the Adelaide Park Lands.
The student’s got to participate in many different cultural activities learning about the Aboriginal
Culture and Kaurna Land.
The day started with a Welcome to Country by Clifford Wilson and a smoking ceremony.
The students heard a dreaming story called ‘Thukeri’ and made their own fish. They learnt about bush
medicine , Aboriginal artefacts and what they’re used for and used ochre to create their own stories
using Aboriginal symbols. They planted native seeds which are grown on Kaurna land and painted
boomerangs.
The students really enjoyed the day and we were lucky the weather wasn’t too bad.
A big thankyou to everyone who organised this wonderful day for our students.
Cheryl Taylor, Wendy Benton & Victoria Tuit.
My Favourite activity was boomerang
painting. I finger painted my boomerang with ochre, black, cream and
white. The bush tucker I tasted included
quandong and bush tomato. The day
was very extraordinary and exciting. Sophie Jones

SLIME RUN

On the day my favourite activity was
the animals because we got to pat
them and some kids got to hold the
snake. I also made boomerang and it
was black, white , yellow and cream.
– Dakota Davies

On the last day of term 3 our school participated in the Run 4 Fun Slime Run. This was the first time we
had the slime run as we have previously done the Colour Run. But, what a day it was. The weather was
great and the students had a blast. I think the staff had a wonderful time also.
Thankyou to those older students who helped make up all the slime and thankyou to all the families
that came to watch. It’s great to have our community back for our events.
A huge thanks to those students and families who helped fundraise. Our community raised $3749.00 to
put towards our primary shade shelter. For those students who raised money, your prizes have been
ordered and will be here soon.
Well done SDPS, you Rock!

Materials and Services Charges for 2023

Please join us for our special
assembly to present Awards to the students
who have completed this year’s Premier’s
Reading Challenge.
2.00PM
Friday November 18th

The above Materials and Services fee for 2023 has
been set by the Department and approved by our
Governing Council.

Coming Events

SAPSASA BEACH VOLLEYBALL - FRIDAY 4th November
REMEBERANCE DAY - FRIDAY 11th November
SAPSASA RUGBY - FRIDAY 11th November
BOOK FAIR - 16TH-18TH November
SCHOOL CONCERT - 1st December
SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY - 2nd December
MOVE UP MORNING - 8th December
YEAR 6 GRADUATION - 13th December

