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They generally settled back in to the usual       

routines and are back on track with learning. 

 

Please remember that we are here to support 

anyone who is having difficulties because of 

Covid, or anything else for that matter, so please 

reach out if we can be of any assistance. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

INTERVIEWS 

In week 5 we will be having mid-year interviews 

for your child with the classroom teachers.  

Due to the current Covid climate, we will be 

holding most of these interviews over the phone.  

There will be some that would be needed face 

to face using Covid safe practices, and the 

teacher will let you know if this applies to your   

situation.  

The interview booking system will be the same as 

always, but instead of coming into the school 

you can sit in the comfort of your own home 

(maybe even in your PJs) and we can chat with 

you then.  Notes should be home by now and 

the portal opens on Wednesday 11th August.  

Could you please book your interviews as soon 

as you can so that staff can plan their week to 

meet everybody’s needs? Thanks.  

 

 

Firstly, welcome back to term 3 and also,         

welcome out of lockdown!   

I would like to thank all the families for supporting 

their children during the home schooling period.  

 

Thankfully, South Australia again acted swiftly 

and our time at home was short and our students 

quickly returned to school.  

Being back to our usual school day means we 

can quickly get back on track with our term 3 

learning programs.  

 

I would like to thank our teachers who did an 

amazing job switching quickly from face to face 

to remote and then back to face to face. They 

also provided learning in a paper form for those 

families for who online learning was problematic.  

 

We are still in the position of parent’s farewelling 

and picking up students outside the school gates 

and we would like to genuinely thank our       

community for the way they have gone about 

this.   

As directed by SA Health/SAPOL, all adults have 

been wearing masks at these times. 

 

Reminder: It is imperative that you do not send 

your child to school if they are unwell.  

If your child is unwell and staying home, please 

contact the school on 82587560 or send a note 

to the teacher on your child’s return.  

If your child presents to school unwell with cold/

flu like symptoms, parents/caregivers will be    

contacted to pick up their child immediately. 

 

The resilience that has been shown by our       

children also needs to be acknowledged.  

They understood why we needed to keep        

ourselves safe and also that it was something 

that was out of everybody’s control.  
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Community Chat  

Talking about COVID-19 
 

This year has been another year of uncertainty and confusion with COVID-19. We have recently 

come out of a lockdown and I want to commend the teachers for all their work they did to ensure 

education was still occurring for our students at home.  A big thankyou also to the parents/

guardians/families for their support  with their child’s education. 

It can be a very difficult time for families and children and sometimes children can be confused 

and their emotions can be all over the place.  

I have researched some tips to talk about COVID with your children from UNICEF. 

1. Be willing to talk.  Children will have heard something from adults talking, TV, social media or 

friends.  Honesty and openness will help them understand but think about how much and the 

content they should know. You know your children best 

2. Be open and listen– allow your children to talk feely. Ask them questions and find out how 

much they already know. 

3. Be honest– answer their questions truthfully. Think about how old your child is and how much 

they can understand. 

4. Be supportive– your child may be scared or confused. Give them space to share how they are 

feeling and let them know you are there for them. 

5. It is OK not to know the answers– It is fine to say, “We don’t know, but we are working on it; or 

we don’t know  but we think”. Use this as an opportunity to learn something new with your 

child. 

6. Heroes not bullies– explain that COVID-19 has nothing to do with the way someone looks, 

where they are from, or what language they speak. Tell your child that we can be             

compassionate to people who are sick and those who are caring for them. Look for stories of 

people who are working to stop the outbreak and are caring for sick people 

7. End on a good note- Check to see if your child is okay. Remind them that you care and that 

they can they can talk to you anytime. Then do something fun together! 
 

I am also available to talk with your child if your child would like to talk. 
 

Cheryl Taylor  

Wellbeing Co-ordinator 

 

 

 

 





In Paul Covey’s book, “The 7 Habits Of Highly Effective People” he talks about the Circle of Influence and the 

Circle of Concern. 

The ‘Circle of Concern’ is large, an includes all the things that may concern you in your family life, work,  

recreation pursuits and the world as a whole.  

The ‘Circle of Influence’ is much smaller and sits inside the circle of concern. It is all the things that concern you 

that you can do something about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Paul Covey goes on to explain that we often waste energy in the circle of concern, putting time and effort into 

ultimately fruitless issues. However, when we are smart, we actively choose to only invest energy it in activities 

and concerns that we can influence. 

In other words: 

Focus on what you can control and don’t waste energy on the things you cannot. 

What are the things we can control in our circle of influence? 

Our Actions 

Our Words 

What we wear 

What time we set the alarm for 

What we put in our body 

The behaviour we role model 

Our expectations 

The opportunities we expose our children to 

The people we choose to support 

Our friendships 

What we spend money on 

What are concerns that we cannot influence? 

Other people 

What other people have or do 

What other people say 

The weather 

COVID Restrictions 

Other people’s feelings 

Accidents or unexpected events 

The traffic lights 

Our team winning or losing. 

 

So why is this an important concept to understand? 

Do you actively invest your energy on the things you can control? Do you encourage your children to do the 

same? Do you counsel them to redirect their energy when they are clearly concerned or focused on others 

opinions, actions or comments? 

Do you get to school on time because you have controlled when you went to sleep and woke up? 

Do you follow the dress code of your community by controlling what you wear? 

Do you apply yourself to the ‘work’ at the right time so you can ‘play’ later? 

Its important to review what you do and why you do it. When you know that you have used your time wisely not 

only might you get better outcomes in your life but you might just be happier. The serenity prayer suggest so: 

Grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, courage to change the things I can,  

and the wisdom to know the difference. 

 Circle of Concern 

 

Circle of  

Influence 



ANNUAL SURVEY 

 
Dear parent/caregiver, 

The Department for Education coordinates an annual survey to better understand the things we’re doing well, where we 
can improve, and what’s important to you as a parent. 
On Monday 2 August you would have received an email or SMS from the Parent Survey Team with a unique link to       
participate in the survey. 
I highly encourage you to complete the survey, which takes less than 10 minutes. 
Your feedback will be used locally in our school improvement planning and more broadly to inform other key initiatives to 
improve education in South Australia. 
Your answers will not identify you or your child. Only collated feedback will be provided to our school. 
If you did not receive an email or SMS with your unique survey link, please  
contact education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au and include our school’s name in your email. 
For more information, visit https://education.sa.gov.au/parentsurvey. 

Kind regards, 

David Bentley 
Principal 

Parent Update—YEAR 7 TO HIGH SCHOOL 
Week 3, Term 3 – 2021 
Feeling comfortable in high school. 
Starting at a new school is a big step for any student. Many of our current year 6 and 7s will be starting high school in a new school next year, with 
new adjustments like moving between classrooms for some subjects. We know from our pilot program that our year 7 students are well and truly 
ready for high school. The pilot has involved three providing early insights on the move for the rest of the state. 
Many of the families we spoke to at the start of the pilot initially wondered how their children would find their way around high school. They also 
wanted to know  how their children would fit in with older teenagers and what the workload expectations would be. 
By the end of Term 1, 90% of parents said their child’s year 7 experience met or exceeded their expectations overall and these factors were no longer 
concerns. 

Navigating high school settings. 
High school campuses are generally larger than primary schools, with higher volumes of students. An initial concern for many students in our pilot 
program was that they might get lost in high school, but in reality, they quickly found their way around. 
Your child’s wellbeing is just as important in high school as it is in primary school. Our high schools help all new students to adjust to 
 routines, find their classrooms, get organised and read timetables. 

“I liked to know the teachers were always ready for a question” – pilot program student. 
“In our diary we’ve got a map of the school, so we know where we’re going and, if we ever get lost, there’s  
always people to help you.” – pilot program student. 

Fitting in with older teenagers 
Some families of students involved in the year 7 pilot were initially concerned their children might find interactions with older teenagers challenging. 
Our schools are very aware that most 7s will be 11 or 12 years old when they start high school. This is also the case in all other states and school sec-
tors across Australia which already have year 7 in high school. Frameworks already exist to manage         Interactions between students of different 
ages in our Birth to 12, Reception to 12, Area schools and primary schools. For example, 
many have peer mentoring programs or different lunch and recess areas for different age groups. Our pilot schools initially established dedicated 
spaces just for year 7s and 8s, but quickly found they were no longer needed after a few weeks. Ask your school what they will offer to support 
younger students on site. 

“I really did think they (older children) were scary but, after a while, they’re literally just like everyone else.”  
– pilot program student. 
“We have a spot where it’s only year 7s and 8s that can go into so that is kind of good” – pilot program student. 

Workload expectations 
All South Australian school students learn the Australian Curriculum. This will not change under the year 7 to high school move. Students will be sup-
ported to adjust to new routines and different academic demands through support systems provided by their school. 
Teachers will also help your child to adjust to high school expectations and build confidence in their learning. 

Don’t just take our word for it 
A new video titled ‘There’s a lot to look forward to in 2022’ is available on the Department for Education website at www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS.  
It features, students, teachers and principals from high schools that have already welcomed year 7s   talking about their experiences. 
Find it on the year 7 to high school section of the 
site, under the heading ‘Benefits for your child’. 

Where to find out more 
Stay informed through your school and the 
Department for Education’s website: www.education.sa.gov.au/7toHS. Or share your feedback with the project team by emailing: 
Year7toHS@sa.gov.au. 

mailto:education.ParentSurvey@sa.gov.au
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Coming Events 

Friday 20th August—SAPSASA Athletics 

PUPIL FREE DAY  -  MONDAY 23RD AUGUST  

Free to attend. 
Bring along a healthy snack! For more information call 8258 7560 

Fridays 8.40 -10. 00am 

(During school term) 
 

Ages  
0-5 

 

SECONDARY SCHOOL OFFERS 

This term enrolment offers for secondary school will be 

sent to the families of our year 6 and 7 students.  

It is important for you to know that not all schools will 

send out their enrolment offers at the same time, but 

they will be sent as close as possible to 13 August 

2021.  
 

Most families will receive their offer via email. If you 

think you have not received your enrolment offer 

from your secondary school, you need to check your 

junk folder for an email from  

education.noreply@sa.gov.au.  

If you did not provide an email address on your          

Registration of Interest form, you will receive your         

enrolment offer in the mail or it will be handed to you 

by your child. 

If your enrolment offer has not arrived by 18 August, 

please let Lisa in the Front Office know and we can     

follow up with the secondary school on your behalf.  
 

If you need support to accept your enrolment offer, it 

is best to contact your allocated secondary school 

and they can step you through the process  

FINANCE REMINDERS 

Reminders have been sent home for our     

Materials and Service charges.   

Please contact Tanya if you have any  

questions regarding these charges. 

Don’t Forget—School Card forms are in the 

Front Office and if you have a current Health 

Care Card you may qualify for assistance! 

mailto:education.noreply@sa.gov.au

